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Tuolumne County Transportation Council  
 

April 3, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
 

The April 10, 2019 meeting of the Tuolumne County Transportation Council (TCTC) was called 
to order at 3:28p.m. by Chairmen Michael Ayala. Also in attendance were Councilmember John 
Gray; Councilmember Jim Garaventa; Councilmember Ryan Campbell; Laura Shinn, Senior 
Administrative Analyst; Tyler Summersett; Senior Transportation Planner; Alex Padilla, 
Transportation Planner; and Administrative Technician, Denise Bergamaschi.   
 
Councilmember Matt Hawkins was not in attendance of today’s meeting.  
Gregoria Ponce was present at today’s meeting representing Caltrans District 10.  
 
1. Oral communication (15 minutes) to allow the public to speak on any item not on 

the printed agenda.  
 
Carl Baker, a citizen of Columbia approached the podium and expressed his frustration with the 
new signal on 5th Avenue in Jamestown adding that there is no pedestrian/bicyclist button in 
place and that a lot of pedestrians cross that road.  He stated that being that the General Plan 
promotes cycling/pedestrians, there being no button creates “barriers” for certain individuals.   
He informed TCTC staff that the Mother Lode bike coalition is coming up and that would be an 
opportunity to get more involved with the community. 
 
Mr. Baker also mentioned his thoughts on certain issues brought forth in the February meeting 
minutes.  More specifically, the mention by Ms. Doud as to more public participation and the 
response from one of the Council Members.   He added that all Boards should have 1 member 
for budgets as well as people from all walks of life.  
 
Consent Calendar: 
 
2. Approval of the March 6, 2019 Meeting Minutes. 
 
3. Adopt Resolution No. 597-19 amending the Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Overall Work 

Program and Budget summary to include the FY 17/18 Rural Planning Assistance 
(RPA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 5304 unexpended balances 
(carryover).  

 
4. Accepting the Board of Supervisors recommendation of Paul Slemmons as a 

Representative of District 2 for the Citizen’s Advisory Committee.   
 
At this time, Carol Doud approached the podium and informed Council Members that she 
attended a meeting at which Mr. Slemmons was present and thought he was great.  She added 
that some of those meetings are not fun to sit through and that she would like it if more people 
would come in with plans and ideas.  She then questioned as to why an item containing a 
Resolution is on the Consent Calendar?  
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At this time, Councilmember Gray pulled Item 3 from the Consent Calendar for discussion and 
also moved to approve the remaining items on the Consent Calendar.  
 
Councilmember Campbell seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 4-0 vote.  
 
 
Regular Agenda: 
 
3. Adopt Resolution No. 597-19 amending the Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Overall Work 

Program and Budget summary to include the FY 17/18 Rural Planning Assistance 
(RPA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 5304 unexpended balances 
(carryover).  

 
Executive Director Grossi explained to Council Members that sometimes funds need to be 
carried over adding that he received this information from the County Auditor/Controller.  
He also informed Council Members that Caltrans allows up to 4 amendments annually.  
 
Councilmember Gray moved to approve Resolution No. 597-19 amending the Fiscal Year 
2018/2019 Overall Work Program and Budget summary to include the FY 17/18 Rural Planning 
Assistance (RPA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 5304 unexpended balances 
(carryover).  
Councilmember Garaventa seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 4-0 vote.  
 
5. Approve the Executive Director to Sign the Memorandum of Understanding for the 

Promoting Safe Bicycle Travel Opportunities for Bicycle Tourism and Economic 
Development Planning Grant.  

 
Executive Director, Grossi informed Council Members that staff received a grant from Caltrans 
in partnership with Calaveras, San Joaquin, Stanislaus and Alpine Counties.  He added that the 
TCTC is the lead applicant as well as the project manager for the grant.    He explained that the 
purpose of the grant is to look at inter-regional routes and identify how much bicycle tourism is 
in said areas and to promote safe multi-modal travel and promote bicycle tourism.   
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
Carol Doud approached the podium and stated that she thinks it is a great idea and that she 
supports it.  
 
There were no other questions/comments from the public.  
 
Councilmember Garaventa moved to approve Executive Director Sign the Memorandum of 
Understanding for the Promoting Safe Bicycle Travel Opportunities for Bicycle Tourism and 
Economic Development Planning Grant. 
Councilmember Campbell seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 4-0 vote.  
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6. Review the US Environmental Protection Agency’s new guidance on Transportation 

Conformity for the 1997 and 2015 Ozone Standards.  
 
Executive Director Grossi informed Council Members that this has been a confusing process for 
the past couple of years adding that the USEPA is offering guidance in assisting with conforming 
to SIP.  He then explained the difference between “exempt” and “non-exempt” projects adding 
that if we don’t go through the proper process, we could lose funds.  He then added that the 2015 
standards will take effect this year in August.  
 
There were no questions from the public.   
 
There was no motion required for this item as it was for informational purposes only.  
 
7. Recommend approval of an agreement with AMMA Transit Planning for 

Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan updates for 
Amador County, Calaveras County and Tuolumne County as well as Short Range 
Transit Plans for Calaveras Connections and Tuolumne County Transit.  

 
Sr. Transportation Planner, Tyler Summersett, informed Council Members that staff received 
grant funds to update the Coordinated Plan which in turn, makes us eligible for more funding.   
He pointed out that a contract with AMMA is attached in the agenda and that there were 
proposals from 3 other firms but that AMMA was the most thorough as well as the most cost 
efficient.  
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
There was No Public Comment for this item.  
 
Councilmember Campbell moved to approve an agreement with AMMA Transit Planning for 
Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan updates for Amador County, 
Calaveras County and Tuolumne County as well as Short Range Transit Plans for Calaveras 
Connections and Tuolumne County Transit.  
Councilmember Gray seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 4-0 vote.  
 
8. Authorize the Executive Director to submit an application for funding Phase II of a 

Vehicle Miles Travelled study for the Tuolumne Region. 
 
 
Executive Director Grossi informed Council members that the attached is an application for 
Phase II of the Vehicle Miles Travelled (SB743) adding that this will be law by 2020. He also 
informed Council Members that he and his staff have written numerous letters especially where 
rural counties are concerned.  He stated that staff will be updating the traffic model and that it 
will be state of the art adding that staff will be able to use the model to identify vehicle miles 
travelled by land use in the county.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
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Councilmember Gray moved to approve authorizing the Executive Director to submit an 
application for funding Phase II of a Vehicle Miles Travelled study for the Tuolumne Region. 
Councilmember Garaventa seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 4-0 vote.  
 
 
10. Reports  
  
Executive Director Grossi reported that he me with Acting District 10 Director, Dan McElhinney 
last month and that work is progressing on the 120 Groveland to Yosemite Route as well as the 
left turn out on Hurst Ranch Road.  He also mentioned that he spoke to Mr. McElhinney about 
the accidents/fatalities on Stockton Road.   He added that Mr. McElhinney has a good approach 
and practical solutions.   Mr. Grossi also reported that the office move is coming along and going 
well and that the renovations are on track.    He also reported that he went to CTC on March 21st 
and discussed SB1 funding.  He then informed Council Members that he will be attending Cal 
Act in San Diego from April 22 – April 26.  
 
Gregoria Ponce with Caltrans reported that headquarters will be hosting a State Highway Safety 
Plan meeting and invited Council to attend – she stated that she sent the information to Executive 
Director Grossi asking that he forward to Council Members.  Ms. Ponce also reported that April 
22-26 is Safety Awareness Week.   
 
***4:30 – at this time, Chairman Ayala announced that Council Members and Executive 
Director Grossi will be going into Closed Session.  
 
Carol Doud approached the podium and stated that she thinks Mr. Grossi is doing an awesome 
job. 
 
9. CLOSED SESSION:  Public Employment Performance Evaluation (Authority: 

Government Code Section 54957) – Executive Director 
 
*** 4:37 – at this time Council Members and Executive Director Grossi returned from Closed 

Session.  
 
Chairman Ayala stated that there is nothing to report at this time.  
 
There being no further items to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Denise A. Bergamaschi 
Administrative Technician 
 
 


