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 Tuolumne County Transportation Council 
 

 August 14, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
 

The August 14, 2019 meeting of the Tuolumne County Transit Agency (TCTA) was called to 
order at 3:23 p.m. by Vice Chairman John Gray.  Also, in attendance were: Councilmember  
Ryan Campbell; Councilmember Matt Hawkins; Councilmember Jim Garaventa; Executive 
Director Darin Grossi. Laura Shinn, Senior Administrative Analyst; Tyler Summersett; Senior 
Transportation Planner; Alex Padilla, Senior Transportation Planner; and Administrative 
Technician, Denise Bergamaschi.   
 
Gregoria Ponce’ was present at today’s meeting representing Caltrans District 10.  
 
1. Oral communication (15 minutes) to allow the public to speak on any item not on 

the printed agenda.  
 
There was no Oral Communication at today’s meeting.  
 
Consent Calendar: 
 
2. Approval of the June 12, 2019 Meeting Minutes. 
 
3. Approve a letter of support to Common Ground Senior Services in support of their 

FTS 5310 application to enhance services to Tuolumne county Seniors, Disabled and 
Veterans with out-of-county transportation in addition to increased services locally.  

 
4. Re-appointment of Dick Southern to the TCTC Citizen’s Advisory Committee as 

the District 3 Representative.  
 
Councilmember Garaventa moved to approve all items on the Consent Calendar as presented.  
Councilmember Campbell seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 3-0 vote.  
 
Regular Agenda: 
 
5. Review and comment on the Draft Central Sierra Zero Emission Vehicle Plan.  
 
Executive Director Grossi explained to Council Members how staff was able to obtain a grant 
through the Energy Commission to pursue the ZEV Readiness Plan.  
 
Sr. Transportation Planner, Alex Padilla, then introduced Andy with Sustainable Energy who, 
then presented a Power Point presentation of what the ZEV plan would entail.  Upon completion 
of the slideshow, there was a question and answer session.   
 
****3:43 p.m. – at this time Councilmember Hawkins arrived.  
 
There was No Public Comment for this item.  
There was No Action required as this item is for informational purposes.  
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6. Update on Peaceful Oak Interchange.  
 
Executive Director Grossi informed Council Members that this interchange was originally in 
place when the East Sonora Bypass Stage II was being built.  However, due to high construction 
costs, was eliminated.  He added that due to complaints from residents and the business 
community in Standard, the off-ramp will be built.  He stated that right of way parcels have been 
sold and that an allocation request will be submitted in October and that staff is expecting a 
contract awarded in May of 2020. 
 
There was No Public Comment for this item.  
There was No Action required for this item as it is for informational purposes.  
 
7. 2020 STIP/RIP Fund Estimates and Consideration of RSTP Exchange Funds for the 

SR49 Jamestown Widening Project.  
 
Executive Director Grossi informed Council Members that every 2 years the CTC and Caltrans 
looks at revenues. He added that funds are not looking good this year due to fuel usage going 
down.  He stated that it is time to start looking for the next major project and that the SR49 
Jamestown Widening Project would be a good candidate.  He stated that there are 2 studies going 
right now adding that Caltrans will fund the Project Initiation Document, which is about a year 
away.  He also added that local funds would be used for leverage with the State.   
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
There was No Action on this item tonight as the City or County were not present at the TAC 
meeting and Mr. Grossi would like them to weigh in on the recommendation.  
 
There was No Public Comment on this item.  
 
8. Report on the Regional Surface Transportation Program Exchange Reserve Fund 

pursuant to Resolution 602-19, and approval of a Call for Projects for the available 
balance.  

 
Executive Director Grossi stated, that as mentioned in the previous item, historically, the TCTC 
would put out a call for projects.  However, due to interest from the Board of Supervisors with 
bike/pedestrian safety projects; staff is setting the criteria for call for projects to achieve more 
complete streets designs.   Mr. Grossi added that in discussions with Caltrans, they have stated 
that SB1 funds can be used for these types of projects.  Mr. Grossi stated that the Resolution 
being presented opens the door to do these projects with the state – not just the City or County.  
 
There was No Action required for this item today; and it will be brought back to the TAC/CAC 
next month.   
 
Tanya Allen approached the podium and stated that she would like clarification on numbers 6, 7 
and 13 on the Resolution.  She also stated that it is great to be moving forward with complete 
streets projects.    
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9. Adopt Resolutions 603-19 – 606-19 approving the allocation and claims of the FY 
19/20 LTF funding from the Tuolumne County Transportation Council   

 
Sr. Administrative Analyst, Laura Shinn explained to Council Members where these funds are 
derived from adding that the auditor is predicting a 2% increase from last year.  She then 
informed Council that the funds go to the transit budget first, followed by the Unmet Needs 
within the community, administration and bicycle/pedestrian projects.  Once those funds are 
allocated, the city and county receive their percentages.   
 
Executive Director Grossi stated that he recommends moving forward with this item.   
 
Councilmember Campbell moved to approve adopting Resolutions 603-19 – 606-19 approving 
the allocation and claims of the FY 19/20 LTF funding from the Tuolumne County 
Transportation Council. 
Councilmember Garaventa seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 4-0 vote.  
 
10. Recommend adopting Resolution 607-19 and direct staff to apply for FTA 5310 – 

Enhanced mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities program funds to 
support the creation of a Mobility Manager for Tuolumne County and enhance 
public transit services to the greater Groveland area.  

 
Sr. Transportation Planner, Tyler Summersett informed Council Members that 5310 has been a 
longstanding funding source for Tuolumne County Transit for many years.  He added that the 
program has provided funding for the purchase of Dial a Ride services and remains so today.   
He added that the Groveland area is in desperate need of transportation services as they rely 
heavily on community members at this time.  Hiring a Mobility Manager would essentially be a 
“one-stop” shop for all transportation resources in the region.  He then informed Council 
Members that the applications are due by September 6th.  
 
Vice Chairman Gray stated that this service is desperately needed in Groveland.  
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
There was No Public Comment for this item.  
 
Councilmember Garaventa moved to approve adopting Resolution 607-19 and direct staff to 
apply for FTA 5310 – Enhanced mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities program 
funds to support the creation of a Mobility Manager for Tuolumne County and enhance public 
transit services to the greater Groveland area.  
Councilmember Campbell seconded the motion.  
Motion approved with a 4 -0 vote.  
 
11. Report on the Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Transportation Development Act Financial 

Audits.  
 
Executive Director Grossi informed Council Members that the audits have not been submitted.  
However, it is not due to staff not trying.  He added that Sr. Administrative Analyst, Laura Shinn 
has been in constant contact with the auditor/controller on a steady basis to no avail.  He added 
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that this is not the first time this has happened, and that staff is currently under the threat of 
losing funds because of it.   He stated that Ms. Bautista has informed Ms. Shinn that the audits 
are in the process of being completed.  
 
Mr. Grossi stated that this item was for informational purposes.  
 
13. Reports 
 
Gregoria Ponce reported that Caltrans is working with TCTC staff on the Executive Steering 
Committee and that they just met on August 13th.  She provided points of the meeting adding that 
Hurst Ranch road and Tuolumne SR120 (Groveland/Yosemite) safety issues were discussed.  
She also informed Council Members that signage will be going up on Simms Road, and that 
Caltrans is awaiting the signs from the vendor.  “Signal ahead” signs will be going up on 
108/Lime Kiln and that a ped/bicycle push button is underway on SR49/5th in Jamestown.  
 
Executive Director Grossi informed Council Members that he met with a traffic engineer on 
Friday regarding 108/5th in Jamestown.  He stated that the week end traffic is unbearable and that 
ideas were discusses with Caltrans regarding timing and signalization.   He also mentioned topics 
discussed at yesterday’s Steering Committee meeting.  Mr. Grossi then informed Council 
Members that Paul Van Konynenburg, the new CTC Commissioner, will be attending the 
September 11th TCTC meeting.  
 
Tanya Allen, Engineering Manager, reported on the various storm damage projects her team has 
been working on and what they are doing to prepare for this upcoming winter.   She also 
provided information on several guardrail and bridge projects.  
 
5:05 p.m. – at this time, this segment of the meeting was adjourned.  
 
12. Closed Session with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation (Govt Code Section 

54956.9 (d) (2) one case) 
 
5:06 p.m. – at this time, Executive Director Grossi, Council Members and Legal Counsel 
went into Closed Session. 
 
5:18 p.m. – at this time, Executive Director Grossi, Council Members and Legal Counsel 
returned from Closed Session with nothing to report.  
 
 
 
There being no further items to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Denise A. Bergamaschi 
Administrative Technician 
 
 


